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Knuf on his retirement after nearly 32 
years of service to the Nevada Air Na-
tional Guard. It gives me great pleas-
ure to recognize his years of dedication 
to protecting the United States of 
America and Nevada. 

Lt. Col. Knuf enlisted on July 11, 
1983, and was commissioned from the 
Academy of Military Science in Knox-
ville, TN. He most recently earned a 
degree from the School of Aerospace 
Medicine as a bioenvironmental engi-
neer. He has been a great asset to the 
Nevada Air National Guard throughout 
his years, serving as deputy base civil 
engineer, base civil engineer, civil en-
gineering squadron commander, and 
most recently as the officer in charge 
of the Bioenvironmental Engineering 
Flight and as the base environmental 
manager in the 152nd Medical Group of 
the Nevada Air National Guard. 
Throughout his service, Lieutenant 
Colonel Knuf deployed to Bagram Air-
field in Afghanistan in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and to Saudi 
Arabia in support of Operation South-
ern Watch. His selfless contribution to 
this country is invaluable. 

Lieutenant Colonel Knuf’s service to 
the United States of America earns 
him a place among the heroes who have 
so valiantly defended our Nation. I 
offer my greatest appreciation to Lieu-
tenant Colonel Knuf for his courageous 
contributions to defending our free-
dom. Words could never fully express 
my deep appreciation for his sacrifice 
or for the sacrifices of all veterans and 
active military members across the 
country. 

As a member of the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, I recognize that 
Congress has a responsibility not only 
to honor these brave individuals who 
serve our Nation, but also to ensure 
they are cared for when they return 
home. I remain committed to uphold-
ing this promise for our veterans and 
servicemembers in Nevada and 
throughout the Nation. Lieutenant 
Colonel Knuf’s sacrifice warrants only 
the greatest respect and care in return. 

Lieutenant Colonel Knuf has dem-
onstrated professionalism, commit-
ment to excellence, and dedication to 
the highest standards of the Nevada 
Air National Guard. I am proud to call 
him a fellow Nevadan, and today, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Lt. Col. Kevin Knuf for his years 
of service. I wish him well in all of his 
future endeavors.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING JUNE AND ROBERT 
SEBO 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize June and Robert 
Sebo for their generous contribution to 
Honor Flight Nevada, honoring their 
best friend, Ray Parks. Mr. Parks was 
a World War II veteran who served in 
the U.S. Coast Guard for well over 30 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Sebos’ contribution 
to this amazing organization is not 
only a grand gesture in memory of Mr. 
Park’s service to our country, but also 

a great gift to Nevada’s heroes. The 
$37,000 will send more than 30 veterans 
to visit our Nation’s capital, giving 
them an opportunity to visit their me-
morials. 

I would also like to recognize both 
Mayor Gino Martini and the City of 
Sparks for accommodating the Third 
Annual Honor Flight Pancake Break-
fast, a great event that helps make 
Honor Flight Nevada possible. The an-
nual pancake breakfast provides Ne-
vadans with an opportunity to support 
their local veterans and help Honor 
Flight Nevada succeed. The generous 
donation of Mayor Martini and his 
wife, Ruth Martini, as well as their 
commitment to helping Honor Flight 
Nevada, are shining examples of the 
strength of our Nevada community. 
The breakfast could also not take place 
without the hard work of Teri Bath, 
who coordinates the entire event. I 
have had the privilege of attending this 
pancake breakfast, and I can say first 
hand her work with this organization is 
invaluable. 

Honor Flight Nevada is a nonprofit 
organization committed to honoring 
the brave men and women who so val-
iantly defended our freedom. The orga-
nization sets up trips from Nevada to 
Washington, DC, providing our Na-
tion’s veterans with an incredible op-
portunity to visit the memorials hon-
oring their service. From the National 
World War II Memorial, to the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial, to the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, all the way to 
Arlington Cemetery, every veteran has 
the chance to see the memorials that 
stand as a testimony to the great sac-
rifice they have made. 

The organization is led by Jon Yuspa, 
an individual who has truly impacted 
the lives of heroes across the State. 
Honor Flight Nevada offered its first 
trip to 30 World War II veterans in 2012 
and now does as many as four trips per 
year. I have personally been at the 
Reno-Tahoe International Airport to 
send off the veterans as they prepare to 
depart from Nevada and have also met 
them in our Nation’s capital as they 
observed the World War II Memorial. I 
can attest to the positive impact that 
accompanies their journey. This truly 
is a life-changing experience for those 
who deserve only the greatest grati-
tude for their service. 

Honor Flight Nevada’s mission is 
noble, and I thank everyone who con-
tributed for their commitment and 
compassion to Nevada’s veterans. 
Today, I ask my colleagues and all Ne-
vadans to join me in recognizing the 
many Nevadans who make these trips 
possible, especially Mr. and Mrs. Sebo 
for their donation. I wish Honor Flight 
Nevada the best of luck in all of its fu-
ture endeavors.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TELLIS JEROME 
CHAPMAN 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize Rev. Dr. Tellis Jerome 
Chapman of Galilee Missionary Baptist 

Church in Detroit, MI as the congrega-
tion and the broader community cele-
brate his 30th pastoral anniversary. 

Born and raised in the State of Mis-
sissippi, Reverend Chapman is a grad-
uate of Jackson State University and 
has received honorary doctoral degrees 
from Natchez College and Dallas Bap-
tist College. Reverend Chapman has 
served as pastor in churches across the 
South. On March 31, 1985, Reverend 
Chapman was called to the pastorate of 
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church 
where he has been devoted to serving 
for the past 30 years. Through his char-
ismatic and dynamic leadership he has 
left a permanent mark on the con-
gregation and Greater Detroit commu-
nity. 

The congregation has steadily grown 
under Pastor Chapman’s leadership. 
His original vision of a church with 
classrooms, a daycare, and a senior cit-
izen building came to fruition in 1997. 
The purchase of the property located 
on East Outer Drive included 7 acres of 
land and a building that provided seat-
ing capacity for 1,000, with facilities to 
accommodate all of the church’s min-
istries. The new edifice was inaugu-
rated on Sunday May 31, 1998. Seven 
years later the church acquired adja-
cent property and a new building with 
a new edifice. 

Reverend Chapman has been called 
many times to serve in a leadership ca-
pacity among his ministerial peers and 
with Christian associations. He was an 
advisor on the Faith-Based Advisory 
Board of Governor Jennifer Granholm, 
and currently works as a president of 
the Baptist Missionary and Edu-
cational State Convention of Michigan. 
He has served as vice moderator and 
vice president of the Michigan District 
Baptist Association and Congress of 
Michigan. Respected for his knowledge, 
he is well versed in parliamentary pro-
cedure and served as parliamentarian 
for the Baptist Missionary and Edu-
cational Convention of the State of 
Michigan. 

Reverend Chapman has been involved 
in Detroit’s recent growth and the de-
velopment of mass transit through his 
work as a board member on the city of 
Detroit Department of Transportation 
Commission for several years. Rev-
erend Chapman’s community service is 
not without energetic and influential 
involvement. He is the founder and 
president of the Chapel Vision Commu-
nity Development Corporation, serving 
greater southeast Detroit. He is also 
Founder and President of the Mid-West 
Community Development Corporation, 
serving greater southeastern Michigan. 

Reverend Chapman’s efforts, both at 
the pulpit and beyond, have been 
strengthened by the love and support 
of his wife Eunice, and their four chil-
dren, Cecil, Brandie, Candace, and 
Brannon. 

It is an honor to recognize the pro-
found impact that Rev. Dr. Tellis Je-
rome Chapman has made on the con-
gregation of Galilee Missionary Baptist 
Church for the last 30 years and the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:38 Jun 05, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G04JN6.064 S04JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-23T13:16:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




